Guidance for the first-time presenter:

As already mentioned, the aim of the conference is to provide an opportunity to all clinicians, young and old, experienced and inexperienced, to critically look at either their own practices, those of their clinic, the roile of clinics in providing both practical legal training to students and in providing basic legal services and support to certain communities. 

Each clinician approaches their work in their own way.  Learning takes place through a variety of ways: from peers, by attending courses on teaching, drafting course outlines, assessment etc., through feedback received, but also through one’s own experiences.  

There are clinicians who are experienced in presenting and publishing their papers.  Make use of them.

Choosing a topic:  Consider something in your work in which you have either developed a passion or a particular interest in; 

Which approach to follow in preparing a paper:

Some ideas could include one or more of the following methods:

· Discuss something you have actually experienced (e.g. students’ reaction to certain methods of teaching which you used);

· Obtain input from a group of people (e.g. your students or colleagues from other law clinics; this could either be done by having them complete a questionnaire which you have drafted or through interviews which you conducted.  In order to be credible, it is important to include as many people as possible in your survey and to have standardised questions;

· Refer to existing research:

~  Clinical legal education : The International Journal of Clinical Legal Education and the 

~ General legal education: European Journal of Legal Education;  Journal of Commonwealth Law and Legal Education; The Journal of Professional Legal Education; Legal education Review
Preparing an Abstract:

MUTSA, COULD YOU PLEASE INSERT YOUR PIECE HERE

Actual Presentation:

Various methods of presenting your paper can be used, including the use of Powerpoint or hand-outs as guide.  When using Powerpoint, be mindful of not losing the vital communication link with your audience.  It is better to display too little rather than too much information.   In order to ensure that all presentations are made within the allotted time, session facilitators tend to adhere strictly to the time allotted to presenters.  It is thus important that you time your presentation carefully so as to avoid you being stopped before you have completed it (maybe practice it beforehand).

It is a good idea to bounce off your ideas beforehand and, if possible, do a mock presentation beforehand to colleagues in your clinic or faculty.  

The key to a successful presentation is that you are thoroughly prepared beforehand, which includes running through your mind various issues which could arise in discussion afterwards.  We probably all know that the same principle applies in lecturing; the better prepared the more at ease we are.

Don’t allow yourself to be intimidated by the occasion: all of us have gone through the ‘pain’ of presenting for a first time.  You will find your colleagues to be patient and supportive!

Writing an article form your presentation:

This is possibly the most difficult and definitely the most time consuming part and thus something that we tend to delay as much as possible.  It is suggested that you write the paper either before your presentation or as soon as possible afterwards.  It may be useful to send it for feedback to one or more colleagues in other clinics before you send it to the law journal you have chosen.

Choice of law journal:

In South Africa we of course do not have a designated clinical law journal.  The majority of South African law journals have a generalist rather than a specialised focus restricted to certain categories of laws.

If you do not feel up to approaching a law journal, you may consider sending your article to a magazine like De rebus.

Universities derive substantial funding from articles written in accredited journals.  Many Universities pay their staff a stipend either directly or into a research account for publishing articles.  To view which journals are accredited see Pulp at www.pulp.up.ac.za
Each journals has it’s  own requirements as regards styles, formatting and referencing and it is important to follow these diligently.  

